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DISCLAIMER

This guide was developed in an effort to provide general information to assist County,
Cities, School Districts and Special Districts who are considering placing a measure on
the ballot. It is for general information only and does not have the force and effect
of law, regulation or rule. In the case of conflict, the law, regulation or rule will
apply. It is distributed with the understanding that the County Clerk / Recorder /
Registrar of Voters is not rendering legal advice and, therefore, this guide is not to be a
substitute for legal counsel. Persons using this guide must bear full responsibility to
make their own determinations as to all legal standards and duties. It is recommended
that you review this guide carefully. Placing a measure on the ballot is an expensive
process with laws that must be followed. If you have any questions, please
contact the Candidate Services Division at (209) 525-5237 for assistance.
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Section

HOW TO PLACE A MEASURE ON THE BALLOT

A local measure is any question put before voters at any election in the county, special district or
school district. Measures can be placed on the ballot by the governing body or by initiative or
referendum.
Local (county, city or district) questions, issues or amendments are referred to as “Measures,” while those
that are voted upon statewide are called “Propositions.”
Information provided in this Measures Guide is applicable for Stanislaus County. Arguments and/or
rebuttals involving county or district measures are filed with the Stanislaus County Registrar of Voters
Office. Contact the Candidate Services Division at (209) 525-5237 for assistance.
City Measures
A city measure is any question put before voters at any election in the city. There are nine
incorporated cities in Stanislaus County. Arguments and/or rebuttals involving the Cities of Ceres,
Hughson, Modesto, Newman, Oakdale, Patterson, Riverbank, Turlock and Waterford are filed with the
City Clerk of the city involved. Specific information regarding requirements and deadlines should be
obtained from the particular city office involved.
State Propositions
A state proposition is a proposal affecting the State Constitution or laws of the state. A proposition
can be placed on the ballot by the State Legislature passing a law and the Governor signs it or by
initiative or referendum.
Individuals interested in State propositions should contact the Secretary of State’s Office, Elections
Division, at (916) 657‐2166 916-657-2166 I www.sos. ca.gov I VIGarguments@sos.ca.gov for further
information.
How Does the Measure Appear on the Ballot?
Once the governing board such as the Board of Supervisors, school board or special district board
pass a resolution calling for an election, the County Elections Official will prepare and publish a legal
notice indicating the specifics of the measure including deadlines to file arguments for or against the
measure. A “Notice of Election” is published in a newspaper of general circulation.
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REQUIRED DOCUMENTS
The jurisdiction shall furnish the Registrar of Voters office and the Board of Supervisors with signed copies
of the resolutions "Calling the Election" and "Requesting Consolidation and Services."
Resolution Calling for Election
The governing body of a district must adopt the resolution requesting the election to be wholly or partially
consolidated with the specific election date pursuant to Elections Code Section 10400, and if applicable,
Education Code Sections 5340 and 5342.
The resolution must specify the election date, the purpose of the election and set forth the exact form of
any question to be voted upon at the election, as it is to appear on the ballot. The abbreviated statement of
the measure, or ballot question, is limited to 75 words. The question is then followed by the words “Yes”
and “No”. If the measure is a school bond, then the question is then followed by the words “Bonds-Yes”
and “Bonds-No.”
Full text is any additional text, besides the question, to be printed in the Voter Information Portion of the
sample ballot pamphlet. If there is full text to be printed, the resolution must clearly specify the exact form
of the full text to be voted upon at the election, as it is to appear in the sample ballot pamphlet and provide
written direction that the full text is to be printed. There is no word limit for the full text.
If there is full text in the resolution but there is direction for it not to be printed in the Voter Information
Portion of the sample ballot pamphlet, the impartial analysis will advise voters to contact the elections
official for a copy of the full text of the proposed measure(s). In this case when the full text is not printed,
the Office of the Registrar of Voters will translate the full text into all required languages. Districts having
measure elections must submit their resolution based on Registrar of Voters (ROV) administrative
deadlines published for each specific election. The resolution should also include the required percentage of
votes required for passage.
Districts and Cities
Submit a "Resolution Requesting Consolidation of Election and Ordering of Such Election" along with the
"Notice to County Clerk of Measure Submitted to the Voters."
County
Submit a "Resolution Requesting Consolidation of Election and Ordering of Such Election."
Schools
Submit the "Resolution Ordering Election, Specifications of the Election Order, and Requesting
Consolidation" along with the "Notice to County Clerk of Measure Submitted to the Voters.”
Ballot Measure Question/Label in Resolution
To ensure that the Registrar of Voters Office uses the precise text, the Ballot Measure Text, with title,
must be included in the body of the “Resolution Calling the Election.” Ballot Measure Text should not
exceed 75 words and be clearly identified (EC 9051(b))
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Sample Agenda Item and Resolution
See Section 6--Resources of the Measures Guide for a Sample Agenda Item and Resolution.
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MEASURE CONSOLIDATION CALENDAR
County, Municipal, School and Special District Measures
Presidential General Election – November 8, 2016
The Registrar of Voters (ROV) has established administrative deadlines necessary to meet vendor and print deadlines. An election
specific calendar is prepared for each election. Refer to the website: www.stanvote.com/calendars to verify the dates. Code references,
unless otherwise stated, refer to California Elections Code (EC), Government Code (GC) & Education Code (ED Code). E- or E+ =
Election minus or plus days before or after an election date. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, whenever a date prescribed by
law falls on a weekend or holiday, such act may be performed on the next business day. EC 15; GC 6700, 6701, 6707.

DATE

Measure Consolidation

EVENT
Governing Bodies Requesting Measure Consolidation
Pursuant to EC 10403, measure resolutions are to be submitted to the Board of Supervisors requesting consolidation
with this election by E-88; however, the ROV has administrative deadlines necessary to meet vendor and print
deadlines.
Consolidation of a Measure with the Presidential Primary Election

June 24 (E-137)

July 12

July 12 (E-119)

Submit resolution requesting consolidation to the Board of Supervisors (BOS) to be calendared for the July
12, 2016 BOS meeting. Resolution to include: request for ROV to provide services, ballot question (75 word
limit), passage requirements, full text (including Tax Rate Statement and Fiscal Impact Report, if applicable),
and Impartial Analysis (if available). Such request shall be made to the BOS and a copy of the request to the
ROV. EC 9140, 9160, 9222, 9280, 9313, 10002, 1040
Board of Supervisors Meeting
Calendar date for BOS to approve consolidation
Publication
For Special District, School District and County Measures, the county elections official shall publish a
notice that includes the election date, election location, ballot question, passage requirement and argument
and rebuttal deadlines. EC 9163
For Municipal Measures, the city clerk shall publish a public notice including the election date, election
location, ballot question, passage requirement and argument and rebuttal deadlines. EC 9205
For Municipal Measures, the city clerk shall publish a synopsis of the measure at least one time not later than one
week before the election in a newspaper of general circulation in the city. EC 12111

July 17 (E-114)

Deadline: Arguments For and Against
300 word limit for arguments GC 57146; EC 9162, 9282, 9315

July 22 (E-109)

Deadline: Rebuttals to Arguments For and Against
250 word limit for rebuttal arguments EC 9167, 9285, 9286, 9317

July 23 – August 2
(E-108 to E-98)

10-Day Public Examination Period
Copies of the measure, analysis, full text and arguments are made available to the public for inspection. Any voter of
the jurisdiction may seek a writ of mandate or injunction requiring any or all of the materials to be amended or
deleted. EC 9190, 9286, 9295, 9380

November 8, 2016

ELECTION DAY
Polls are open from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. EC 1000, 14212
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Section

MEASURE TEXT

When submitting materials to place a measure on the ballot, indicate clearly the measure wording by
placing a box around the entire question you wish to appear on the official ballot. Also state in
writing, which portion of the resolution or ordinance is to be printed as “Full Text” in the Sample
Ballot Pamphlet.
Impose New or Raise Tax
Election Code 13119(b)
“If the proposed ordinance imposes a tax or raises the rate of a tax, the ballot shall include in the
statement of the ordinance the amount of money to be raised annually and the rate and duration of
the tax to be levied.” (Effective January 1, 2016.)
Any non‐written PDF image must be accompanied by a written description at the time your measure
is filed in the Elections Office. If you do not want “Full Text” printed in the Sample Ballot Pamphlet,
please provide this direction in writing within the resolution. Instead of measure text, at the bottom
of the analysis of the measure, voters will be directed to contact the Elections Department for a copy
of the proposed measure. Jurisdictions will be billed for costs.
Transactions and Use Tax
California Public Utilities Code Section 180203(c) states: “The Sample Ballot to be mailed to the
voters, pursuant to Section 13303 of the Elections Code, shall be the full proposition, as set forth in
the ordinance calling the election, and the voter information handbook shall include the entire
adopted county transportation expenditure plan.”
Districts who place a "Transactions and Use Tax" measure on the ballot have a legal requirement to
include the full text of their Expenditure Plan in the Sample Ballot Pamphlet.
Revenue and Tax Code 8503 (a) states: “Prior to imposing the tax, the commission shall adopt a
regional transportation expenditure plan for the revenues derived from the tax. The regional
transportation expenditure plan shall describe specific proposed transportation projects and the
estimated cost of each project.”
See Revenue and Tax Code Sections 8500-8515 in Section 6 for a detailed explanation of the
expenditure plan requirements.
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75‐Word Ballot Question
Elections Code 13247 limits the ballot question to 75 words. Measures are followed by the words
"YES" and "NO." Jurisdictions may want to consider beginning their ballot question with a few key
summary words to summarize the measure. The words will count toward the 75‐word limit.
The words to appear on the ballot for school bond measures are: "Bonds‐‐Yes," "Bonds‐‐No." (Ed.
Code 15122) The words to appear on a ballot for a school reorganization measure are:
"Reorganization of School Districts ‐‐ Yes" and "Reorganization of School Districts ‐‐ No." Similar
words may be used. (Ed. Code 35762)
General Information

Jurisdictions may select one of the following:
•

75 word Ballot Measure Question/Label as prescribed by law.

•

75 word Ballot Measure Question/Label with an Official Sample Ballot Pamphlet notice advising
voters to call the election official to request a free copy of the “Full Text” of the ballot measure
enclosure.

•

75 word Ballot Measure Question/Label with “Full Text” included in the Official Sample Ballot
Pamphlet.

Measure Letter Designations
•

The Registrar of Voters in accordance with Section 13116 of the Elections Code will assign a
letter designation for each measure on the ballot.

•

Letter designations are assigned in alphabetical order in the order measures are submitted.

•

The letter designation will be printed on the left margin of the square containing the abbreviated
statement, commencing with the next letter available and continuing in alphabetical order, one
letter for each of the measures appearing on the ballot.

•

When two or more counties are voting on the same measure, the same letter shall be used to
designate the measure on each ballot. The counties will mutually agree to use a letter designation
for the measure that will not conflict or confuse the voter.

•

Normally the County with the majority of the voters in the district determines the measure letter.
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Withdrawal of Measure
•

The Order of Election, or resolution, shall not be amended or withdrawn after the 83rd day prior
to the election.

•

The Order of Election shall be amended or withdrawn upon the filing of a resolution by the
legislative body stating the specifics concerning the amendment or withdrawal.

•

This resolution shall be filed with the Registrar of Voters not later than the 83rd day prior to the
election.

•

Schools or special districts should file a resolution with the Registrar of Voters by E-83 to
amend a measure or if an election is being cancelled because a measure has been withdrawn. (EC
9605)

Tax Rate Statement for Bond Elections
•

Each bond measure proposed by a county, city, district or other political subdivision or by any
agency, department, or board thereof, the security of which constitutes a lien on the property
within the jurisdiction, shall include a tax rate statement to be included in the County Sample
Ballot Pamphlet. (EC 9400, 9401)

•

The statement shall be filed with the elections official with the resolution requesting
consolidation.

•

The law does not specify a word limit for such statements.

•

Each bond issue on the ballot shall contain a statement with the following information: (EC 9401)
o Tax rate that would be required to be levied to fund that bond issue during the first fiscal year
after the first sale of the bonds.
o Tax rate that would be required to be levied to fund that bond issue during the first fiscal year
after the last sale of the bonds and an estimate of the year in which that rate will apply.
o Highest tax rate that would be required to be levied to fund that bond issue and an estimate of
the year in which that rate would apply.
o The total debt service, including the principal and interest that would be required to be repaid
if all the bonds are issued and sold. In addition, the statement may contain any declaration of
policy of the legislative or governing body of the applicable jurisdiction, proposing to utilize
revenues other than ad valorem taxes for purposes of funding the bond issue, and the best
estimate from official sources of these revenues and the reduction in the tax rate levied to
fund the bond issue resulting from the substitution of revenue.
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State Matching Funds
•

Education Code Section 15122.5 requires a statement be published in the sample ballot if a school
bond election involves a project for which state-matching funds may be required.

•

The school district must file in writing with the Election Official as to whether or not this
statement is required to be published in the sample ballot. Refer to Education Code Section
15122.5.

Impartial Analysis
•

The Registrar of Voters will forward the text of the measure after receipt of the resolution for
preparation of the impartial analysis.

•

Stanislaus County / County Counsel is required to prepare an impartial analysis of a county,
special district or school measure. (EC 9160, 9500)

•

County Counsel in the County with the majority of voters will prepare the analysis for any
measure proposed by a jurisdiction that crosses county lines.

•

The City Attorney shall prepare an impartial analysis of a city measure. (EC 9280)

•

For special district initiatives, the county counsel or district attorney of the county with the largest
number of registered voters shall prepare an impartial analysis. (EC 9313)

•

The impartial analysis must not exceed 500 words. (EC 9160, 9313, 9314, 9500)

•

The analysis will be returned directly to the Registrar of Voters to be printed in the Voter
Information Portion of the sample ballot pamphlet.

•

The analysis shall include a statement indicating whether the measure was placed on the ballot by
a petition signed by the requisite number of voters or by the governing body of the district.

•

The analysis shall be printed preceding the arguments for and against the measure.

Fiscal Analysis
•

The County Auditor-Controller & Treasurer -Tax Collector may be requested by the Board of
Supervisors no later than 88 days prior to an election to prepare a fiscal analysis of a county
measure. (EC 9160)

•

The fiscal impact statement shall not exceed 500 words. (EC 9160)
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Notices Printed With Impartial Analyses
Below are two (2) sample choices of notices that can be printed in the Official Sample Ballot Pamphlet
below the Impartial Analysis advising voters of the availability of additional ballot information.
Choice One:
“The above statement is an Impartial Analysis of Measure A. If you desire a copy of the Measure, please
call the Elections Officials’ office at (209) 525-5201 and a copy will be mailed at no cost to you.”
Choice Two:
“The above statement is an Impartial Analysis of Measure A. If you desire a copy of the Charter
Amendment Text, please call the Elections Officials’ office at (209) 525-5201 and a copy will be mailed at
no cost to you, or you may access the text from the website at www.xxx.xxx.com. ”
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Section

ARGUMENTS
Who can File Arguments?
•

The governing board: Board of Supervisors, school board or special district board. An
argument may also be filed by a member or members of the governing body. The member/
s do NOT have to be authorized by the governing body; or

•

The individual voter, or bona fide association of citizens, or combination of voters and
associations, who are the bona fide sponsors or proponents of the measure; or

•

A bona fide association of citizens; or

•

Any individual voter who is eligible to vote on the measure. (EC 9120, 9162, 9282, 9501)

•

If more than one argument for or against any county, district or school measure is submitted,
the county elections official shall select one for printing in the Sample Ballot Pamphlet pursuant
to the order listed above. (EC 9167, 9503)

•

When a jurisdiction crosses county lines, the lead county (the one with the most voters) will
be responsible for setting the deadlines for arguments. Filers are advised to file their argument
for or against the measure with the lead county. If there is more than one argument for or
against filed, the lead county will select one pursuant to the provisions above. Therefore, the
same argument for or against measures in shared jurisdictions will be identical in each county.

Filer versus Signers
•

The filer does not have to be a signer of the argument.

•

Anyone can sign arguments for or against a county, school, or special district measure.

•

The filer of the argument must meet the criteria above.

•

All arguments and rebuttals must be filed with the Signature Statement contained in Section 6
this guide.
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Format for Arguments
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Arguments must not exceed 300 words. (EC9162) See Word Count Guidelines on Page 17.
Arguments shall use the following headings:
o Argument for Measure
o Argument against Measure
Arguments cannot contain more than 5 signatures.
The heading and the signatures are not included in the word count. (EC 9162)
Text is printed in the Sample Ballot Pamphlet in single-spaced, full-justified, standard paragraph
form.
Only standard bullets (•) will be printed and non-standard bullets will be changed to standard
bullets.
You may bold, italicize and underline text.
After 5:00 pm on the argument filing deadline, arguments chosen will be sent to opposing authors.

Printing Arguments
Arguments will be printed in the Voter Information Portion of the Sample Ballot Pamphlet. The
deadline for submission of arguments is set by the Registrar of Voters and is normally due 109 days
before the election.
If only one argument in favor or against any measure is submitted then the argument will be
printed in the sample ballot pamphlet distributed to voters. If more than one argument in favor
or more than one argument against any measure is submitted to the county elections official, the
county elections official shall select one of the arguments in favor and one of the arguments against
the measure for printing in the sample ballot pamphlet distributed to voters.
•

In selecting the argument the county elections official shall give preference and priority in the order
named to the arguments of the following:

•

The governing board of the district or a member or members of the board.

•

The individual voter, or bona fide associations of citizens, or combination of voters and
associations, who are the bona fide sponsors or proponents of the measure.

•

Bona fide associations of citizens.

•

Individual voters who are eligible to vote on the measure.
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Signatures for Arguments
•

All arguments for school district, special district or county measures shall be accompanied by the
signature statement, as required by Elections Code 9600. See Signature Statement Form
in Section 6.

•

An author’s name will appear in the sample ballot pamphlet exactly as submitted on the
signature line. Therefore, the “Print Name as Signature” line must match the signature line.

•

Only the author’s name will be printed on the name line. Titles, such as, Mr., Mrs., Dr., M.B.A.,
etc. may be included on the title line.

•

The residential address line is not required to be completed unless the author is signing based on
being a voter who is eligible to vote on the measure. Residential addresses will not be printed in the
sample ballot pamphlet.

•

Arguments filed with the county elections official are confidential until after the deadline for the
filing of those arguments. The next business day after the deadline, arguments may be viewed
by the public or photocopies purchased.

•

All signatures on arguments and any other related documents must be original signatures.
Faxed or photocopied signatures will not be accepted.

•

Notwithstanding any other provisions of the Elections Code, whenever any arguments in
favor or against a school district, special district or county measure submitted to the voters are
authorized, these arguments may be withdrawn by their proponents at any time prior to and
including the final date fixed for filing arguments.

•

Arguments may be changed up until the filing deadline for the argument.
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REBUTTAL ARGUMENTS
When both an argument in favor and an argument against a measure has been filed and selected for
printing in the Sample Ballot Pamphlet, the County Elections Official will send copies of the
arguments to the filers and advise them of the deadline for filing the rebuttal.
Format for Rebuttals
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rebuttals must not exceed 250 words. (EC 9167, 9220, 9285, 9317, 9504) See Word Count
Guidelines on Page 17.
Rebuttals shall use the following headings:
o Reply: Rebuttal to argument for Measure
o Reply: Rebuttal to argument against Measure
Rebuttal arguments may be signed by the same people who signed the argument, or the original
signers can authorize up to 5 new people to sign the rebuttal.
Rebuttals can be signed by 5 or fewer people.
The heading and the signatures are not included in the word count. (EC 9162)
Text is printed in the sample ballot pamphlet in single-spaced, full-justified, standard paragraph
form.
Only standard bullets (•) will be printed and non-standard bullets will be changed to standard
bullets.
You may bold, italicize and underline text.

Printing Rebuttals
•

Rebuttal arguments will be printed in the Voter Information Portion of the Sample Ballot
Pamphlet.

Signatures for Rebuttals
•

In contrast to the arguments, those permitted to sign rebuttal arguments need not meet any
criteria except that those who sign the rebuttal argument must either have signed the original
argument or be authorized in writing from the authors of the argument to sign the rebuttal
argument.

•

The written authorization allowing a person to sign a rebuttal argument must be filed at the time
of filing the rebuttal argument.

•

All rebuttal arguments for school district, special district or county measures shall be
accompanied by the following form statement, to be signed by each author of the rebuttal
argument:
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o “The undersigned author(s) of the rebuttal to the argument (in favor of or against) ballot
Measure (letter) at the (title of election) election for the (name of jurisdiction) to be
held on (election date) hereby state that such argument is true and correct to the best of
(his/her/their) knowledge and belief.”
o Signed _______________________Title_____________________ Date______________
Printed Name
•

An author’s name will appear in the sample ballot pamphlet exactly as submitted on the
signature line. Therefore, the “Type Name as Signed” line must match the signature line.

•

Only the author’s name will be printed on the name line. Titles, such as, Mr., Mrs., Dr., M.B.A.,
etc. may be included on the title line.

•

Author names and titles must be typed on the forms.

•

All signatures on rebuttal arguments, authorizations or any other related documents must be
original signatures. Faxed or photocopied signatures will not be accepted.

•

Rebuttal arguments filed with the county elections official are confidential until after the deadline
for the filing of those rebuttal arguments.

•

The next business day after the deadline, rebuttal arguments may be viewed by the public or
photocopies purchased.

Change or Withdrawal of Arguments
Arguments may be changed or withdrawn by their proponents at any time prior to and including the
final date fixed by the Elections official. (EC 9316, 9601)
Format Guidelines
•

Be accurate. Documents will be printed as submitted.

•

Spelling, punctuation, and grammatical errors will not be corrected by ROV staff.

•

An argument, rebuttal, analysis or tax rate statement must be written to address a single measure
on the ballot. A document combining arguments pertaining to more than one measure will not be
accepted.

•

Arguments, rebuttals and analyses must be typed and formatted in block paragraph style.

•

All arguments and rebuttals must be accompanied by a Signature Statement. (EC 9600)

•

No more than five signatures will appear with any argument. If more than five are submitted, the
first five will be printed. (EC 9164, 9501)
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•

Be certain to inform the County Elections Official of the order you want signatures to appear.

•

Arguments, rebuttals, analyses and tax rate statement, including the names and titles of the
signers, must be typed to ensure quality and accuracy.

•

Do not use profanity or other objectionable language.

•

Arguments, rebuttals, analyses and tax rate statements are printed in the Sample Ballot Pamphlet
in 9 point font.

Public
•

Arguments and rebuttals become public the day after the deadline for submitting has passed. You
do not have to wait until the sample ballot pamphlets are published to release.

ORDER OF APPEARANCE
Arguments, rebuttals and analyses are printed in the Sample Ballot Pamphlet and mailed to all
registered voters in the jurisdiction eligible to vote for the particular measure.
The arguments will appear in the following order:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Analysis
Fiscal Analysis or Tax Rate Statement
Argument For
Rebuttal to Argument For
Argument Against
Rebuttal to Argument Against
Full Text of Measure
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DEADLINES
Last Day to Submit
July 17 (E-114)

Deadline: Arguments For and Against
300 word limit for arguments GC 57146; EC 9162, 9282, 9315

July 22 (E-109)

Deadline: Rebuttals to Arguments For and Against
250 word limit for rebuttal arguments EC 9167, 9285, 9286, 9317

Public Examination Period
July 23 – August 2
(E-108 to E-98)

10-Day Public Examination Period
Copies of the measure, analysis, full text and arguments are made available to the public for
inspection. Any voter of the jurisdiction may seek a writ of mandate or injunction requiring
any or all of the materials to be amended or deleted. EC 9190, 9286, 9295, 9380

Additional Deadlines—Section 6—Resources
Fees
A fee may be charged to any candidate/person obtaining a copy of the materials. During these periods,
any person may file a writ of mandate or an injunction to require any or all of the data/material to be
amended or deleted. (EC 9295(a) and (b))
Forms
The form for submitting ballot measure arguments and rebuttals may be obtained by calling the
Elections Office—Candidate Services Division at (209) 525-5237 or online at www.stanvote.com. See
Section 6—Resources of the Measures Guide for a copy of the form.
Sample Documents—Section 6—Resources
Argument in Favor
Argument Against
Rebuttal to Argument in Favor
Rebuttal to Argument Against
Litigation
The Registrar of Voters should be notified of any pending litigation involving ballot measures or ballot
enclosures. This includes action taken by the court if amendments or deletions are required on any
ballot enclosures. This could potentially cause a delay in meeting established deadlines and/or printing
of the Official Sample Ballot Pamphlets.
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WORD COUNT
Elections Code Chapter 1, General Provisions, Section 9
The w ord c ount guidelines on the foll ow ing page are used by the Registrar of Voters Office
for counting words on candidate statements, ballot measure text, arguments, rebuttals and other
ballot enclosures. The guidelines do not apply to ballot designations for candidates. If the text
exceeds the specified word limit, the author will be asked to delete words or change text until the
statement conforms to requirements.
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WORD COUNT GUIDELINES
TYPE
ABBREVIATIONS AND
ACRONYMS
DATES

EXPLANATION AND EXAMPLES

WORD COUNT

Example: MJC, PTA, MPD, UCLA,

One word

DICTIONARY WORDS

July 21, 2016
21 July, 2016
7/21
7/21/16
Example: "I", "a", "the", "and", "an"

E-MAIL ADDRESSES

hallm@stancounty.com

One word
One word
One word
One word
Counted as individual
words
One word

GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES /
PROPER NOUNS

Geographical names and names of persons or
things. Only State of California, City, County,
District names. Examples: City of Modesto,
County of Stanislaus, Turlock Unified School
District, Sam Hunt
Words that appear in any generally available standard
dictionary published in the U.S. at any time within the last
10 calendar years preceding the election.
Examples: Attorney-at-law, mother-in-law

One word

Words not published in dictionary in past 10 years.
Example: taxpayer-advocate

Two words

INTERNET WEB SITES

http://www.stanvote.com/

One word

MONETARY AMOUNTS

Combination of digits. Example: $1,000.00

One word

MONETARY AMOUNTS

Combination of words and digits. Example: $4 million

Two words

NUMBERS AND NUMERIC
COMBINATIONS

2016
12½
2016-17
50%
8/23/16
1, 5, 10, 100
Example: (1) or (a)

One word
One word
One word
One word
One word
One word

One, ten, one hundred

One for each word

PUNCTUATION MARKS

Comma, period, question mark

Not Counted

SYMBOLS / CHARACTERS

One word

TELEPHONE / FAX NUMBERS

“&” (and), and “#” (number/pound) are not considered
punctuation
Example: 1-800-474-6612 or 1-310-462-2315

TITLES

Friends for Measure A

Four words

HYPHENATED WORDS

HYPHENATED WORDS

NUMBERS or LETTER USED TO
IDENTIFY A PORTION OF TEXT
NUMBERS SPELLED OUT

One word

One word

One word
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BALLOT ENCLOSURE TITLE TYPES
WORD LIMITATION CHART
Use this chart in submitting correct titles and word counts for enclosures.
Title

Word Limitation

Enhanced Words

Proposed Ordinance – Measure

No Limit

N/A

Full Text of Ballot Measure

No Limit

N/A

No Limit
300
(EC 9315)
250
(EC 9317)
300
(EC 9315)
250
(EC 9317)

N/A

No Limit

N/A

No Limit
500
(EC 9313)
500
(EC 9160)

N/A

No Limit

N/A

Proposed Charter Amendment – Measure
Argument in Favor of Measure
Rebuttal to Argument in Favor of Measure
Argument Against Measure
Rebuttal to Argument Against Measure
Measure Exhibit
Statement in Compliance – Measure
Impartial Analysis
Fiscal Impact Statement
Tax Rate Statement

30
25
30
25

N/A
N/A

Enhanced Words: bold, underlined and/or CAPITALIZED

Exception
•

The word limitation is 500 words for arguments to reorganize a school district or college district.
(Ed. Code 35758)
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ARGUMENT FILER CHECKLIST
H a v e y o u completed o r complied w i t h t h e following?
ARGUMENT
1

Authors meet criteria to sign

2

Author’s title as signed meets criteria

3

Check which criteria author is signing pursuant to

4

Residential address completed if author meets eligible voter criteria to sign

5

Required Signature Statement Form signed by author (s)

6

One to five author signatures

7

Author signatures numbered in order of appearance

8

Only author’s name on name line

9
10

Only author’s TYPED title on title line
Author’s TYPED name as Signature will appear in Voter Information
Pamphlet

11

All signatures are original signatures

12

Contact information supplied

13

Not more than 300 words

14

File argument by deadline
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REBUTTAL ARGUMENT FILER CHECKLIST
H a v e y o u completed o r complied w i t h t h e following?
REBUTTAL ARGUMENT
1

If different authors, submit written authorization

2

Required Signature Statement Form signed by author (s)

3

One to five author signatures

4

Author signatures numbered in order of appearance

5

Only author’s name on name line

6

Only author’s title TYPED on title line

7

Author’s TYPED name Signature will appear in Voter Information Pamphlet

8

All signatures are original signatures

9

Not more than 250 words

10

Contact information supplied

11

File rebuttal argument by deadline
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Legal Examination and Writ of Mandates
The Elections Official shall make the arguments and rebuttal arguments available for public
examination for a period of 10 calendar days immediately following the filing deadline for submission
of those documents.
Elections Code Section 13314 states:
“(a) (1) An elector may seek a writ of mandate alleging that an error or omission has occurred, or is
about to occur, in the placing of any name on, or in the printing of, a ballot, sample ballot, voter
pamphlet, or other official matter, or that any neglect of duty has occurred, or is about to occur.
(2) A peremptory writ of mandate shall issue only upon proof of both of the following:
(A) that the error, omission, or neglect is in violation of this code or the Constitution, and (B) that
issuance of the writ will not substantially interfere with the conduct of the election.
(3) The action or appeal shall have priority over all other civil matters.
(4) The Secretary of State shall be named as a respondent or a real party in interest in any
proceeding under this section concerning a measure or a candidate described in Section 15375,
except for a candidate for judge of the superior court.
Venue for a proceeding under this section shall be exclusively in Stanislaus County in
(b)
any of the following cases:
(1) The Secretary of State is named as a real party in interest or as a respondent.
(2) A candidate for statewide elective office is named as a party.
(3) A statewide measure that is to be placed on the ballot is the subject of the proceeding.”
Campaign Statement Filing Requirements
California's Political Reform Act was adopted by voter initiative in 1974 and has been periodically amended
by legislation and initiatives. The act requires that campaign disclosure reports provide the public with the
identity of contributors and the amounts they give and the amount and purpose of expenditures made by
officeholders, candidates, and committees.
Proponents and all committees primarily formed to support or oppose a ballot measure in any election
must comply with campaign statement filing requirements if the committee receives contributions or makes
independent expenditures that total $2,000 or more. Monetary penalties may be assessed for failure to file
required statements.
Contact Candidate Services at (209) 525-5237 if you have questions relating to filing requirements or need
campaign statement forms. The City Clerk is the filing official for municipal measures. The Office of the
Registrar of Voters is your local filing officer, but may not provide technical assistance. For technical
assistance, please call the FPPC at 866-ASK-FPPC or visit the Fair Political Practices Commission
(FPPC) website at www.fppc.ca.gov.
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Section

WHEN CAN AN ELECTION BE CONDUCTED?
Established Election Dates (Elections Code Section 1000):
•
•
•
•
•
•

The second Tuesday of April in each even-numbered year.
The first Tuesday after the first Monday in March of each odd-numbered year.
The first Tuesday after the first Monday in June of each year.
The first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of each year.
Date of State, County, Municipal, District and School Elections (Elections Code Section 1002):
Except as provided in Elections Code Section 1003, notwithstanding any other provisions of law,
all state, county, and municipal, district and school district elections shall be held on an established
election date.

Exceptions to the Above (Elections Code Section 1003):
This chapter shall not apply to the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Any special election called by the Governor.
Elections held in chartered cities or chartered counties in which the charter provisions are
inconsistent with this chapter.
School governing board elections consolidated pursuant to Section 1302.2 or initiated by petition
pursuant to Section 5091 of the Education Code.
Elections of any kind required or permitted to be held by a school district located in a chartered
city or county when the election is consolidated with a regular city or county election held in a
jurisdiction that includes 95 percent or more of the school district’s population.
County, municipal, district, and school district initiative, referendum, or recall elections.
Any election conducted solely by mailed ballot pursuant to Division 4 (commencing with Section
4000).
Elections held pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 15100) of Chapter 1, or pursuant
to Article 4 (commencing with Section 15340) of Chapter 2 of, Part 10 of the Education Code.

Tuesday Elections (Elections Code Section 1100):
•
•

No election shall be held on any day other than a Tuesday, nor shall any election be held on the
day before, the day of, or the day after, a state holiday.
Elections held on a date other than an established election date must be one of the
following: special elections called by the Governor. However, Article IV Section 8(c) (3) allows
the Legislature to enact statutes calling elections.
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Mail Ballot Elections
Some elections conducted by all mail ballots are also exempt from calling elections on the established
election dates. Established Mailed Ballot Election Dates (Elections Code Section 1500)
The established mailed ballot election dates are as follows:
•
•
•

The first Tuesday after the first Monday in May of each year.
The first Tuesday after the first Monday in March of each even-numbered year.
The last Tuesday in August of each year.

Conditions for Conducting All Mail Ballot Elections (Elections Code Section 4000):
A local, special, or consolidated election may be conducted wholly by mail provided that all of the
following conditions apply:
•
•
•

The governing body of the local agency authorizes the use of mailed ballots for the election.
The election is held on an established mailed ballot election date pursuant to Section 1500.
The election is one of the following:
 An election in which not more than 1,000 registered votes are eligible to participate.
 An election on a measure or measures restricted to (A) the imposition of special taxes, or (B)
expenditure limitation overrides, or (C) both (A) and (B), in a city, county, or special district
with 5,000 or less registered voters calculated as of the time of the last report of registration by
the county elections official to the Secretary of State.
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Section

RESPONSIBILITIES OF ELECTIONS OFFICE
•

Receives signed copies of jurisdiction resolutions “Requesting Consolidation with the Election.”

•

Consolidates precincts to form voting and vote by mail precincts.

•

Questions concerning boundaries and maps, contact the Tech Team /Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) at (209) 525-5222.

•

Obtains polling places, recruits poll workers, and publishes notices of polling places and central
tally location.

•

Assigns letter designations for each local ballot measure on the ballot. Letter designations are
assigned in alphabetical order as measures are filed.

•

Prints ballots. An English / Spanish Official Sample Ballot Pamphlet will be printed and mailed.

•

The Registrar of Voters will include the material (jurisdiction and measure information in English
and Spanish) in the same booklet depending on the volume of voting material.

•

Prepares and mails multilingual ballot material.

•

Issues Vote By Mail ballots/material and processes returned VBM ballots.

•

Furnishes precinct supplies and trains poll workers.

•

Conducts election tally and releases semi-official election results.

•

Canvasses election returns and certifies official election results to the jurisdiction.
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Section

RESOURCES
Measures Information Sheet
Deadlines for Measures
Signature Statement Form
Sample Agenda Item with Resolution
Sample Argument in Favor
Sample Argument Against
Sample Rebuttal to Argument in Favor
Sample Rebuttal to Argument Against

Requirements for Regional Transportation Tax Expenditure Plan
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Stanislaus County Registrar of Voters—Measures Information Sheet
1.

Submittal of Ballot Measures:
• The Board of Supervisors or the legislative body of a jurisdiction has the authority to place measures before
voters on the ballot.

2.

Impartial Analysis:
• If a measure qualifies to appear on the ballot, the election official provides a copy of the measure to the County
Counsel or City Attorney. An impartial analysis of the measure showing the effect of the measure on existing
law will be prepared.
• The impartial analysis is printed in the Voter Information Guide.

3.

Labeling of Measures:
• The election official will assign a letter to each qualifying measure in the order they are submitted.
• If more than one qualifying measure is submitted, the Registrar of Voters will determine the letter assignment
and the order in which measures will appear on the ballot.

4.

Public Examination Period:
• The Elections Office will provide any requesting person with copies of the impartial analysis, arguments for
and against measures, and rebuttal arguments during a ten day period following submittal of the document.

5.

Arguments For or Against Measures:
• Submitting Arguments:
 The Board of Supervisors, City Council, governing bodies within the jurisdiction, and any registered voter
eligible to vote on the measure, may file a written argument for or against a measure.
 No argument shall exceed 300 words in length.
 The deadline for submitting arguments is E-114.
• Selecting Arguments:
 If more than one argument for or against the proposed measure is submitted, the Registrar of Voters
selects and prints one of the arguments for and one of the arguments against the measure for publication
in the Voter Information Guide.
• End of Public Examination Period for Arguments:
 Ten days immediately following the deadline for submitting arguments.

6.

Rebuttals:
• Submitting Rebuttals:
 The authors of the arguments may submit rebuttal arguments to the Elections Official.
 The rebuttals may not exceed 250 words.
 The deadline for submitting rebuttals is E-109.
• End of Public Examination Period for Rebuttals:
 Ten days immediately following the deadline for submitting rebuttal arguments.

7.

Election Day:
• The qualifying measures appear on the ballot for consideration by registered voters.
• If the required amount of voters on a proposed measure vote in its favor, the measure becomes a valid and
binding ordinance of the jurisdiction and is considered adopted, depending on the laws of that jurisdiction.

The Registrar of Voters (ROV) has established administrative deadlines necessary to meet vendor and print deadlines. An election specific
calendar is prepared for each election. Refer to the website: www.stanvote.com/calendars to verify the dates. Code references, unless
otherwise stated, refer to California Elections Code (EC), Government Code (GC) & Education Code (ED Code). E- or E+ = Election
minus or plus days before or after an election date.

Timelines for Measures
Consolidation of Measure
Board of Supervisors Meeting
Publication
Deadline: Arguments For and Against
Deadline: Rebuttals to Arguments For and Against
10 Day Public Examination Period
Election Day

Event E-Date (Days before the scheduled Election)
www.stanvote.com/calendars to verify the dates

Check BOS Calendar
www.stanvote.com/calendars to verify the dates
www.stanvote.com/calendars to verify the dates
www.stanvote.com/calendars to verify the dates
www.stanvote.com/calendars to verify the dates
www.stanvote.com/calendars to verify the dates
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Stanislaus County Registrar of Voters—Deadlines for Measures
Deadlines: Contact Candidate Services at 209-525-5237 or visit our website at
www.stanvote.com for filing deadlines for a particular measure.
Arguments: Arguments are due by 5 p.m. on the deadline date chosen by the R e g i stra r of
V o te rs. Once an argument for and against a measure is chosen, a copy will be provided to
the Opposing authors for the purpose of writing a rebuttal. Arguments are available to the
public after the 5 p.m. deadline.
Tax Rate Statement: Tax R ate Statements must be supplied for each bond issue proposed by
a county, city, district or other political subdivision. The statement shall be filed with the
elections official with the resolution requesting services. Statements are available to the
public after the 5 p.m. deadline
Rebuttals: Rebuttals are due by 5 p.m. on the deadline date chosen by the R e g i s t ra r o f
V o te r s. Typically it is about a week after the date the argument is due. Rebuttals are available
to the public after the 5 p.m. deadline.
Analysis: Stanislaus County /County Counsel prepares an impartial analysis of each
measure and it is filed on a date set by the Re g i stra r of V ote rs. If requested by the
Board of Supervisors, the County Auditor may also submit an analysis. Analyses are public
after the 5 p.m. deadline.
Place to File: Stanislaus County Elections, 1021 “I” Street, Suite 101, Modesto, CA 95354.
Telephone: 209-525-5200 or Fax: 209-525-5802. To help us cut costs and to ensure documents
are printed exactly as filed, in addition to filing a hard copy, please email your argument, rebuttal
or analysis to www.stanvote.com in Word format.
Email: Measures must be filed in our office and followed up with an Email submission in Word
format. To Email, scan the document with the signature and Email to: www.stanvote.com
Confidentiality: Arguments, rebuttals and analyses shall remain confidential until 5 p.m.
on the date they are due.
Withdrawal/Changes: Arguments, rebuttals and analyses may be changed or withdrawn
until and including the date fixed for final submission to the county e l e c t i o n s o f fi c i a l.
(EC 9163, 9316, 9601)
Public Inspection: For ten calendar days immediately following the deadline for final
submission of election documents, including ordinances, analyses, arguments and rebuttals,
the County Elections Official shall make a copy of the materials available for public
inspection .A writ of mandate or injunction may be sought to require amendments or
deletions to any or all of the materials. (EC 9190, 9295, 9380, 9509)
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SIGNATURE STATEMENT FOR ARGUMENTS
(Elections Code Section 9600)

The following statement, to be signed by each author of the argument, shall accompany
all arguments concerning measures filed pursuant to Division 9 of the Elections Code.
Names and titles listed will be printed in the Voter's Information Pamphlet in the order
provided below and will appear as indicated below.
The undersigned author(s) of the:
 argument in favor of
 argument against
 rebuttal to the argument in favor of
 rebuttal to the argument against
ballot measure (insert letter) ________ at the __________________________________
(letter)

(type of election: primary, general, special)

Election for the__________________________________________________________
(jurisdiction - name of district)

to be held on ________________________________ hereby state that such argument
(election date)

is true and correct to the best of _____________________ knowledge and belief.
(his/her/their)

Signed________________________________Print Name________________________
Title____________________________________________Date___________________
Signed________________________________Print Name________________________
Title___________________________________________Date____________________
Signed________________________________Print Name________________________
Title___________________________________________Date____________________
Signed_________________________________ Print Name______________________
Title___________________________________________Date____________________
Signed__________________________________Print Name______________________
Title____________________________________________Date___________________

51-8018-Jan-16
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AUTHORIZATION FOR PERSON(S) OTHER THAN ARGUMENT
SIGNER(S) TO SIGN REBUTTAL ARGUMENT
(EC 9167, 9317, 9504)

I, _________________________________________________ authorize the
following person(s) to sign the rebuttal to the argument □ in favor □ against
Measure ______ for the __________________________________ election.
(letter)
(election date)
(One or more people who signed the argument may be replaced with different people to
sign the rebuttal)
1. __________________________ to sign instead of__________________________
(print name of rebuttal signer)

(print name of argument signer)

2. __________________________ to sign instead of__________________________
(print name of rebuttal signer)

(print name of argument signer)

3. __________________________ to sign instead of__________________________
(print name of rebuttal signer)

(print name of argument signer)

4. __________________________ to sign instead of__________________________
(print name of rebuttal signer)

(print name of argument signer)

5. __________________________ to sign instead of__________________________
(print name of rebuttal signer)

(print name of argument signer)

Signature of Filer: _________________________________ Date: ________________

51-8018-Jan-16
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DEPT:

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS
BOARD ACTION SUMMARY
BOARD AGENDA#:
*A-2a
Board of Supervisors
-----

AGENDA DATE:

July 12, 2016

SUBJECT:
Approval to Consolidate with the Presidential General Election to be Held on Tuesday,
November 8, 2016, the General Obligation School Bond Election for the Newman-Crows
Landing Unified School District

BOARD ACTION AS FOLLOWS:

No. 2016-352

On motion of Supervisor_ 9_hj~~9_ _________________ , Seconded by Supervisor _0~6cieD ________________ _
and approved by the following vote,
Ayes: Supervisors: Q'.SsLe11,_CbLe_s_a... _\lYJlhrow. . _QefYlar1iDi,_<aod _CIJairtna11. Mootejth____________________________ _
Noes: Supervisors: _____________ N_o_n_e______________________________________________________________ _
Excused or Absent: Supervisors: ~-Q.I"!.~ _____________________________________________________________ _
Abstaining: Supervisor: ________ -~9!1~- _____________________________________________________________ _
1) X
2)
3)
4)
MOTION:

ATTEST:

Approved as recommended
Denied
Approved as amended
Other:

File No.
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THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS
AGENDA ITEM

DEPT:

Board of Supervisors
Urgent O
Routine ®

BOARD AGENDA#:

I

c&<¥{AGENDA DATE:

*A-2a

July 12, 2016

L. . . · · · · · · ·-·-· ·-· · · · · · -·'
CEO CONCURRENCE:

4/5 Vote Required:

Yes O

No ®

SUBJECT:
Approval to Consolidate with the Presidential General Election to be Held on Tuesday,
November 8, 2016, the General Obligation School Bond Election for the Newman-Crows
Landing Unified School District

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Approve the consolidation of the General Obligation Bond Election for the Newman-Crows
Landing Unified School District with the Presidential General Election to be held on
Tuesday, November 8, 2016.

CONTACT PERSON:

Elizabeth A King, Clerk of the Board

Phone number: 209-525-4494

Page321of1
Page

RESOLUTION NO. 15-16/29

iJOAi\D OF S\Jf'Ei('llSORS
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
NEWMAN-CROWS LANDING UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTR1c2fl6 JUL
ORDERING AN ELECTION TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
SCHOOL BONDS, ESTABLISHING SPECIFICATIONS OF THE
ELECTION ORDER, AND REQUESTING CONSOLIDATION WITH
OTHER ELECTIONS OCCURRING ON NOVEMBER 8, 2016

- I A 10: [j 1

WHEREAS, on November 7, 2000, the voters of the State of California approved
Proposition 39 ("Proposition 39"), which amended Article XlllA of the California
Constitution to allow for the levy of ad va/orem property taxes for the payment of bonded
indebtedness of a school district, community college district or county office of education
approved by at least 55 percent of the voters voting on such proposition; and
WHEREAS, upon the passage of Proposition 39, the Strict Accountability in Local
School Construction Bond Act of 2000, being California Education Code Section 15264
and following (the "Strict Accountability Act"), became operative; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Proposition 39 and the Strict Accountability Act, on
November 4, 2008, a bond election was conducted within the boundaries of the NewmanCrows Landing Unified School District (the "District") on the question of authorizing the
issuance of general obligation bonds of the District in the aggregate principal amount of
$25,000,000 (the "Measure R Bonds"), and more than 55 percent of the voters voting on
the proposition approved the passage of Measure R; and
WHEREAS, the District has previously issued two series of Measure R Bonds,
being its Series A Bonds in the principal amount of $9,997,928.85 and its Series B Bonds
in the principal amount of $3,907,486.65, leaving $11,094,584.50 principal amount of
Measure R Bonds which have been authorized but unissued by the District (the "Un issued
Measure R Bonds"); and
WHEREAS, Section 15268 of the Strict Accountability Act requires that at the time
of issuance of any series of Measure R Bonds, the District must project that the tax rate
levied to pay debt service on such Measure R Bonds, together with debt service due on
other series of Measure R Bonds which have previously been issued, will not exceed $60
per year per $100,000 of taxable property; and
WHEREAS, as a result of the general economic downturn commencing in 2008
and declines in the assessed valuations of property in the District since that time, the
Board of Trustees (the "Board") of the District has determined that, due to the limitations
imposed by the Strict Accountability Act, the District will not in the immediate future be
able to make the tax rate projections required under the Strict Accountability Act and
therefore is prevented from issuing all of the Unissued Measure R Bonds; and
WHEREAS, there is an urgent need to continue the renovation and construction
of educational projects, the Board has determined to call an election to submit to the
electors of the District the question whether a new issue of general obligation bonds of the
District (the "Reauthorized Bonds"), in the principal amount of $11,090,000, shall be
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issued and sold for the purpose of raising money to complete educational projects for
which the Measure R Bonds have been authorized and projects as further described in
Appendix A, through the acquisition and improvement of real property and the furnishing,
building and equipping of school facilities of the District, all pursuant to the provisions of
Proposition 39 and the Strict Accountability Act; and
·
WHEREAS, in order to ensure that the issuance of the Reauthorized Bonds will
not result in an increase in the total authorized District debt pursuant to Measure R, the
Board has determined and shall covenant that prior to issuing any series of Reauthorized
Bonds, the Board will take all actions which are required in order to cancel a like aggregate
principal amount of Unissued Measure R Bonds; and
WHEREAS, the Board is authorized to pursue the authorization and issuance of
the Reauthorized Bonds under Article XlllA by a 55 percent vote of the electorate on the
question whether bonds of the District shall be issued and sold for specified purposes;
and
WHEREAS, under Section 10403 et seq. of the California Elections Code, it is
appropriate for the Board to request consolidation of the election with any and all other
elections to be held on Tuesday, November 8, 2016, and to request the Stanislaus County
Registrar of Voters to perform certain election services for the District;
NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE NEWMAN-CROWS
LANDING UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, DETERMINE AND
ORDER AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Call for Election. The Board hereby orders an election and submits
to the electors of the District the question of whether general obligation bonds of the
District shall be issued and sold in the principal amount of $11,090,000 (the "Reauthorized
Bonds") for the purpose of raising money to finance school facilities and property of the
District, and paying costs incident thereto, as set forth more fully in the ballot proposition
approved under Section 3. This Resolution constitutes the order of the District to call such
election and shall constitute the "specifications of the election order" pursuant to Education
Code Section 5322.
Section 2. Election Date. The date of the election shall be November 8, 2016,
and the election shall be held solely within the boundaries of the District.
Section 3. Purpose of Election; Ballot Measure. The purpose of the election
shall be for the voters in the District to vote on a measure, a full copy of which is attached
hereto as Appendix A and marked "Exhibit A - Ballot Measure - Full Text of Measure"
(the "Full Text of the Measure"), containing the question of whether the District shall issue
the Bonds for the purposes stated therein, together with the accountability requirements
of Article XlllA and the requirements of Section 15272 of the Act. The Full Text of the
Measure, which commences with the heading "FULL TEXT OF MEASURE" and includes
all of the text thereafter on Exhibit A, shall be printed in the voter information pamphlet
provided to voters, with such measure designation as is assigned to the measure. As
required by Elections Code Section 13247 and Education Code Section 5322, the
abbreviated form of the measure to appear on the ballot is attached hereto as Appendix
Band is marked as "Exhibit B - Ballot Measure -Abbreviated Form." The Superintendent
is hereby authorized and directed to make any changes to the text of the measure (full
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text and/or abbreviated measure) as required to conform to any requirements of Article
XlllA, the Act or the Stanislaus County Registrar of Voters.
Section 4. Authority for Election. The authority for ordering the election is
contained in Section 15264 et. seq. of the Education Code and Section I paragraph (b)
subsection (3) of Article XlllA. The authority for the specification of this election order is
contained in Section 5322 of the Education Code.
Section 5. School Facilities Projects. The Board certifies that the proceeds
from the sale of the bonds will be used only for the purposes specified in Article XIII A,
Section 1(b)(3) as further specified in Appendix A, and not for any other purpose, including
teacher and administrator salaries and other school operating expenses. Further, as
required by Article XlllA, the Board hereby certifies that it has evaluated safety, class size
and information technology needs in developing the list of school facilities projects set
forth in Appendix A.
Section 6. No Increase in District Debt; Cancellation of Un issued Measure R
Bonds. The aggregate original principal amount of all of the Measure R Bonds which are
issued by the District, together with the aggregate original principal amount of the
Reauthorized Bonds which are issued by the District, shall not exceed $25,000,000, being
the original authorized amount of the Measure R Bonds. To that end, the Board hereby
covenants as follows:
(a)

prior to the issuance of any series of the Reauthorized Bonds, the
Board shall adopt a resolution petitioning the Board of Supervisors of
Stanislaus County to cause the Unissued Measure R Bonds to be
canceled in a principal amount equal to the principal amount of such
series of Reauthorized Bonds; and

(b)

under any circumstances, including but not limited to a failure or
refusal by the County to cancel a portion of the Unissued Measure R
Bonds, the Board shall not authorize the issuance of any Unissued
Measure R Bonds or Reauthorized Bonds if such issuance would
cause the aggregate original principal amount of all of the Measure
R Bonds which are issued by the District, together with the aggregate
original principal amount of the Reauthorized Bonds which are issued
by the District, to exceed $25,000,000.

Section 7. Covenants of the Board upon Approval of the Reauthorized
Bonds by the Electorate. As required by Article XlllA and Section 15278 of the
Education Code, in the event 55 percent or more of the voters voting in the District approve
of the Reauthorized Bonds, the Board shall:
(a)

Conduct an annual, independent performance audit to ensure that
the funds have been expended only on the projects listed in
Appendix A;

(b)

Conduct an annual, independent financial audit of the proceeds
from the sale of the Reauthorized Bonds until all of those proceeds
have been expended for the school facilities projects listed in
Appendix A; and
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(c)

Establish and appoint members to an independent citizens'
oversight committee in accordance with Sections 15278, 15280,
and 15282 of the Education Code.

Section 8. Delivery of this Resolution. The Clerk of the Board is hereby
directed to send a copy of this Resolution to the Stanislaus County Registrar of Voters
(the "County Registrar'') and the Stanislaus County Clerk of the Board of Supervisors for
purposes of consolidation pursuant to Elections Code Section 10403. The Resolution
shall be received by the County Registrar and the Clerk of the Board no later than 88 days
prior to the election date, unless otherwise permitted by law.
The County Registrar is hereby requested to print the full text of the ballot measure
in the ballot materials as it appears on Appendix A hereto and to provide all required
notices of the election and other notices related thereto.
Section 9. State Matching Funds. In accordance with Section 15122.5 of the
Education Code, the following statement has been included on the Full Text of Measure
set forth on Exhibit A, and shall appear as such on the ballot:
"Approval of this measure does not guarantee that the
proposed projects in the District that are the subject of
bonds under the measure will be funded beyond the local
revenues generated by the bond measure. The District's
proposal for the projects may assume the receipt of
matching state funds, which could be subject to
appropriation by the Legislature or approval of a statewide
bond proposition."
Section 10. Consolidation of Election; Request to Provide Services. The
County Registrar and the Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors are hereby requested
to consolidate the election ordered hereby with any and all other elections to be held on
November 8, 2016, within the District. Pursuant to Section 5303 of the Education Code
and Section 10002 of the Elections Code, the Board of Supervisors of Stanislaus County
is requested to permit the County Registrar to render all services specified by Section
10418 of the Elections Code relating to the election, for which services the District agrees
to reimburse Stanislaus County in full upon presentation of a bill, such services to include
the publication of a formal Notice of School Bond Election and the mailing of the sample
ballot and tax rate statement (described in Section 9401 of the Elections Code).
Section 11. Ballot Arguments; Tax Rate Statement. As provided in Elections
Code Section 9501, any and all members of this Board are hereby authorized to act as an
author of any ballot argument prepared in connection with the election, including a rebuttal
argument. In addition, pursuant to Elections Code Section 9401, a tax rate statement
must be prepared and filed with the County Registrar and included in the sample ballot.
The President of the Board, the Superintendent, the Assistant Superintendent, Business
Services, or any designee of the foregoing, are hereby authorized to finalize and execute
a tax rate statement pursuant to Elections Code 9401, or any other document required
with respect to the election, and to perform all acts necessary to place the bond measure
on the ballot.
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Section 12. Government Code Accountability Measures. As required by
Section 53410 of the Government Code, the Board covenants to apply the Bond proceeds
only to the specific purposes stated in the ballot proposition, cause creation of accounts
into which bond proceeds shall be deposited, and cause the preparation of an annual
report pursuant to Government Code Sections 53410 and 53411, the first report to be filed
not later than one year after the issuance of the first series of the Bonds, which report shall
contain pertinent information regarding the amount of funds collected and expended, as
well as the status of the projects listed in the Measure.
Section 13. Maturity Limit of Bonds. The Reauthorized Bonds may be issued
in series by the District from time to time, and each series of Bonds shall mature not more
than the legal limits applicable to said bonds. The Reauthorized Bonds shall be issued
under the Education Code, under the provisions of Section 53506 of the California
Government Code, or under any other provision of law authorizing the issuance of general
obligation bonds by school districts.
Section 14. Engagement of Professional Services. The firms of Dale Scott &
Company, as financial advisor to the District, and the firm of Jones Hall, A Professional
Law Corporation, as bond counsel to the District, are hereby engaged by the District in
said roles I connection with the reauthorization proceedings and subsequent bond
issuances, pursuant to the terms of the agreements on file with the Superintendent.
Section 15. Effective Date. This resolution shall take effect on and after its
adoption.

********
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APPENDIX A
FULL TEXT OF BOND MEASURE
INTRODUCTION

"To continue the job of repairing and improving our schools; replacing
portables with permanent classrooms; and constructing new classrooms
and facilities, shall $11.090 million of Newman-Crows Landing Unified
School District bonds, previously approved by voters in November 2008,
be reauthorized through issuance of new bonds, with no increase in total
authorized District debt, interest rates at or below legal limits, citizen
oversight, annual audits, and all funds spent locally and not taken by the
State and spent elsewhere?"
BOND AUTHORIZATION

By approval of this proposition by at least 55 percent of the registered voters voting on the
measure, the District will be authorized to issue and sell bonds of up to $11.090 million in
aggregated principal at interest rates not in excess of the legal limit and to provide
financing for the specific school facilities projects listed in the Bond Project List described
below, subject to all the accountability requirements specified below.
The Bonds may be issued under the provisions of the California Education Code (starting
at Section 15100), under the provisions of the California Government Code (starting at
Section 53506), or under any other provision of law authorizing the issuance of general
obligation bonds by school districts. The Bonds may be issued in series by the District
from time to time, and each series of Bonds shall mature within the legal limitations set
forth in the applicable law under which the Bonds are issued.
District voters previously approved Measure R at an election held in the District on
November 4, 2008. However, the general economic downturn which commenced in 2008
has resulted in lower assessed valuations in the District, and, as a result, due to State law
limitations imposed on the issuance of bonds under Measure R, the District estimates that
it will be not be able to issue all of the remaining Measure R Bonds in the immediate future
without incurring excessive borrowing costs. The Board of Trustees of the District has
found and determined that there continues to be an urgent need in the District for the
completion of educational projects. If the Bonds are approved and issued, the Board of
Trustees of the District has covenanted that it will cancel and shall not authorize the
issuance of Measure R Bonds in a like amount.
ACCOUNTABILITY REQUIREMENTS

The provisions in this section are specifically included in this measure in order that the
voters and taxpayers in the District may be assured that their money will be spent wisely.
Expenditures to address specific facilities needs of the District will be in compliance with
the requirements of Article XlllA, Section 1(b)(3), of the State Constitution and the Strict
Accountability in Local School Construction Bonds Act of 2000 (codified at Education
Code Sections 15264 and following.)
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Evaluation of Needs. The School Board has identified detailed facilities needs of the
District and has determined which projects to finance from a local bond. The School Board
hereby certifies that it has evaluated safety, class size reduction, enrollment growth, and
information technology needs in developing the Bond Project List shown below.
Independent Citizens' Oversight Committee. Following approval of this measure, the
Board of Trustees will establish an Independent Citizens' Oversight Committee, under
Education Code Sections 15278 and following, to ensure bond proceeds are expended
only on the types of school facilities projects listed below. The committee will be
established within 60 days of the date when the results of the election appear in the
minutes of the School Board.
Performance Audits. The School Board will conduct annual, independent performance
audits to ensure that the bond proceeds have been expended only on the school facilities
projects listed below.
Financial Audits. The School Board will conduct annual, independent financial audits of
the bond proceeds until all of those proceeds have been spent for the school facilities
projects listed below.
Government Code Accountability Requirements. As required by Section 53410 of the
Government Code, (1) the specific purpose of the bonds is set forth in this Full Text of the
Measure, (2) the proceeds from the sale of the bonds will be used only for the purposes
specified in this measure, and not for any other purpose, (3) the proceeds of the bonds,
when and if issued, will be deposited into a building fund to be held by the Stanislaus
County Treasurer, as required by the California Education Code, and (4) the
Superintendent of the District shall cause an annual report to be filed with the Board of
Trustees of the District not later than January 1 of each year, which report shall contain
pertinent information regarding the amount of funds collected and expended, as well as
the status of the projects listed in this measure, as required by Sections 53410 and 53411
of the Government Code.
NO TEACHER OR ADMINISTRATOR SALARIES

Proceeds from the sale of bonds authorized by this measure shall be used only for the
purposes specified in Article XIII A, Section 1(b)(3), those being for the construction,
reconstruction, rehabilitation, or replacement of school facilities, including the furnishing
and equipping of school facilities, and the acquisition or lease of school facilities, and not
for any other purpose, including teacher and administrator salaries and other school
operating expenses.
STATE MATCHING FUNDS

The following statement is included in this measure pursuant to Education Code Section
15122.5: Approval of this measure does not guarantee that the proposed project or
projects that are the subject of bonds under this measure will be funded beyond the local
revenues generated by this measure. The District's proposal for the project or projects
described below may assume the receipt of matching state funds, which, if available, could
be subject to appropriation by the Legislature or approval of a statewide bond measure.
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BOND PROJECT LIST

The District intends to complete the following projects, using a combination of funding
sources. It is anticipated that bond proceeds will contribute $11 million to said total cost.
Other anticipated sources include state matching funds and other available funds.
Scope of Projects. Bond proceeds will be expended to modernize, replace, renovate,
construct, equip, furnish and otherwise improve the following facilities of the District
located at the high school, middle school, and elementary school sites and other District
facilities. The specific school facilities projects which are described below include all
related and incidental costs, including costs of design, engineering, architect and other
professional services, site preparation, utilities, landscaping, incidental costs, and
construction management (including construction management by District personnel).
The District may alter any of the specific projects which are described below as required
by conditions which arise during the course of design and construction.
The facilities and improvements to be financed by the bonds issued for the District include
the modernization, replacement, renovation, construction, acquisition, equipping,
furnishing, and other improvements to the facilities of the District including but not limited
to:
BARRINGTON ELEMENTARY
BONITA ELEMENTARY
HUNT ELEMENTARY
VON RENNER ELEMENTARY
FOOTHILL COMMUNITY DAY SCHOOL
SUPPORT SERVICES CENTER
YOLO MIDDLE SCHOOL
ORESTIMBA HIGH SCHOOL
WESTSIDE VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL

School Facility Project List. Projects authorized by this measure shall include but shall
not be limited to:
• Replace aging portable classrooms with new permanent classrooms
• Acquire and construct new classrooms to relieve student overcrowding at
Barrington Elementary, Bonita Elementary, Yolo Middle School and other
educational facilities
• Upgrade and expand athletic facilities at Orestimba High School
• Improve student safety by repairing and modernizing outdated electrical and
plumbing systems and other aging infrastructure
• Repair deteriorating roofs
The scope and nature of any of the specific projects described above may be
altered by the District as required by unforeseen conditions that may arise during the
course of design and construction. In the event that a modernization or renovation project
will result in higher costs than relocation and construction, this bond measure authorizes
land acquisition, relocation and reconstruction, and all costs relating thereto, for said
reasons or based on other considerations deemed in the best interest of the District by
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the Governing Board. In addition, this measure authorizes the acquisition of real property
required to expand or provide school facility projects at the listed sites.
Approval of the District's bond measure does not guarantee that all of the identified
projects within this Bond Project List will be funded beyond what can be completed with
local funds generated by the bond measure. The District plans to pursue funds from the
State of California, if available, to complete certain of the identified facilities projects.
The order in which school facilities projects are listed in the Project List does not
suggest an order of priority. Project priorities will be determined by the Governing Board.
The District is unable to anticipate all unforeseen circumstances which may prevent some
of the projects listed above from being undertaken or completed.
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APPENDIX B
ABBREVIATED FORM OF BOND MEASURE*

'To continue the job of repairing and improving our schools; replacing
portables with permanent classrooms; and constructing new classrooms
and facilities, shall $11.090 million of Newman-Crows Landing Unified
School District' bonds, previously approved by voters in November 2008,
be reauthorized through issuance of new bonds, with no increase in total
authorized District debt, interest rates at or below legal limits, citizen
oversight, annual audits, and all funds spent locally and not taken by the
State and spent elsewhere?"
Bonds-No

Bonds-Yes

*As required pursuant to Education Code Section 5322 and Elections Code Section 13247.
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Newman-Crows Landing Unified School District
Tax Rate Statement for
Bond Measure_ Election to be held November 8, 2016
An election will be held in Newman-Crows Landing Unified School District (the
"District") on November 8, 2016 to authorize the sale of $11,090,000 in general
obligation bonds. The following information is submitted in compliance with Sections
9400-9404 of the California Elections Code.
1. The best estimate of the tax rate that would be required to fund this bond issue

during the first fiscal year after the sale of the first series of bonds, based on estimated
assessed valuations available at the time of filing of this statement, is $0.00000 per $100
($0.00 per $100,000) of assessed valuation in fiscal year 2017-18.
2. The best estimate of the tax rate that would be required to fund this bond issue
during the first fiscal year after the sale of the last series of bonds, based on estimated
assessed valuations available at the time of filing of this statement, is $0.02938 per $100
($29.38 per $100,000) of assessed valuation in fiscal year 2019-20.
3. The best estimate of the highest tax rate that would be required to fund this bond
issue, based on estimated assessed valuations available at the time of filing this
statement, is $0.06000 per $100 ($60.00 per $100,000) of assessed valuation.
4. The best estimate of the average tax rate required to fund this bond issue, based on a
projection of assessed valuations available at the time of filing of this statement, is
$.04425 per $100 ($44.25 per $100,000) of assessed valuation.
5. The best estimate of the total debt service, including principal and interest, that
would be required to be repaid if all the bonds are issued and sold is $18,854,000.
These estimates are based on projections derived from information obtained from
official sources. The actual tax rates and the years in which they will apply may vary
depending on the timing of bond sales, the amount of bonds sold at each sale and actual
increases in assessed valuations. The timing of the bond sales and the amount of bonds
sold at any given time will be determined by the needs of the District. Actual assessed
valuations will depend upon the amount and value of taxable property within the
District as determined in the assessment and the equalization process.
Dated:

-~b__,~~7-~7~_,
2016
I

Randy Fillpot
Superintendent
Newman-Crows Landing Unified School District
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Sample Documents

Argument in Favor
Argument Against
Rebuttal to Argument in Favor
Rebuttal to Argument Against
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ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE L
Are you tired of driving over potholes and bad roads like we are?
This November, there is one vote you can be proud to cast: YES on Measure L for better roads, safer
streets and a stronger local economy in Stanislaus County.
Measure L is a detailed transportation plan to repair our roads, reduce traffic congestion and improve
safety on local streets and highways.
YES on Measure L is 100% dedicated to improving the quality of life for Stanislaus County residents and
businesses.
Measure L will create good jobs and grow our local economy by providing over $1 Billion dollars of
economic and infrastructure investment.
This plan will:
• Fix local roads and fill potholes in every community
• Reduce traffic congestion on Highway 99
• Synchronize traffic signals on major streets
• Improve highway safety and fix dangerous intersections
• Provide point to point shuttle service for seniors and disabled persons
• Improve emergency response times for sheriff, police and fire first responders
• Make Stanislaus eligible for millions in state and federal matching funds to fix our local roads and
highways
• Create safer routes to schools through bike and pedestrian safety improvements.
Measure L includes strong accountability measures. It requires an independent citizens’ oversight
committee and annual financial and performance audits, so government can’t get in the way. Every
penny raised by Measure L stays in Stanislaus County to improve local transportation. The State can’t
touch it.
Every city in Stanislaus County voted to support Measure L because local road repairs benefit everyone drivers, cyclists, walkers, seniors, kids and businesses.
Taxpayer advocates, seniors, educators, farmers, business groups, Republicans, Democrats and
neighborhood leaders throughout our county all agree: vote YES on Measure L.
For maps of the Measure L improvement projects in your area please visit www.MeasureL-Yes.com.
/s/ Jim DeMartini – Stanislaus County Supervisor
/s/ Adam Christianson – Stanislaus County Sheriff
/s/ Mickey C. Peabody – Senior Senator, California Senior Legislature
/s/ William R. “Bill” Jackson – Oakdale Rancher
/s/ Maria H. Silveira – Board Member, Portuguese Education Foundation
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ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE L
I don’t mind paying my fair share of taxes. However, I resent being asked to pay one half percent extra
on every purchase in the next 20 years to fund a welfare program for urban and residential developers.
A substantial portion of funds collected will be spent on expressway and road widening projects to induce
urban growth. Such projects should be paid for with Capital Facilities Fees collected from new urban
growth. Why should you and I add to developer profits every time we buy something?
Since 2000, the number of valley commuters to the Bay Area has doubled. Do you want more
expressways so that more folks will commute from many new subdivisions built along new expressways?
How will you benefit?
If this proposal only fixed roads, I would support it. But this pork barrel tax gives average citizens little
benefit.
Your elected leaders had funds to build two six lane expressways in north Modesto, but couldn’t afford to
repave existing streets? Do the expressways benefit you or homebuilders?
I served on the Modesto City Council from 1999-2003. Before election, I saw developers influence
elected leaders who granted immense subsidies. I spent my entire four years on the Council working to
identify and eliminate gifts of public funds.
Unfortunately, the same interest group lobbied for many proposed expenditures in Measure L.
Studies were done at taxpayer expense about convincing voters to say yes. Don’t be manipulated into
making the wrong choice.
If you ignore my warning and approve this, you will pay for 20 years. Once it passes, you can’t stop it.
Please say “no” to Measure L. Demand better.

/s/ Bruce R. Frohman, Citizen Advocate
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REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE L
When proponents misinform voters in campaign statements, the law says that an approved tax is valid. If
we vote yes, we will pay higher taxes for 20 years with no recourse.
Per a consultant’s advice, proponents are using “safety” and promising help for senior transportation so
you will vote yes.
This tax does NOT fund 911 services or hire more police. Every roadway is already designed for safety.
Seniors and disabled are currently shuttled by federally funded dial-a-ride. Many elderly citizens live in
poverty. This tax will hurt seniors; reduces their buying power.
This year, because of good economic conditions, property taxes are jumping; sales tax revenue has
increased. Why should citizens pay even higher taxes?
Local government receives hundreds of millions of dollars in revenue annually. How much is needed to
fill potholes? Modesto synchronized signals for only $80,000. A tax increase is needed to pay for that?
Proponents want to use sales tax revenue for Highway 99 congestion mitigation. The project will be
funded primarily by state and federal gasoline taxes. Since new development increases congestion,
developer capital facilities fees should fund any shortfall. Taxpayers should not subsidize new
development.
Measure L requires an “independent” citizens’ oversight committee. Can a committee be packed with
developers and associates?
Every city in Stanislaus County voted for Measure L because they will share the revenue.
Websites for reference: thevalleycitizen.com and bayareaeconomy.org.
Please vote “NO”.

/s/ Bruce R. Frohman, Citizen Advocate
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REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE L
The lone opponent to Measure L is simply misinformed. No developers or government bureaucrats
benefit from Measure L. We all do!
By voting YES on Measure L, we lock in a dedicated source of local transportation funding to fix roads
and highways that existing residents and businesses rely on.
Measure L identifies thousands of miles of existing local streets, major roadways and highway
interchanges throughout Stanislaus County to receive:
• Pothole repairs and ongoing maintenance
• Safety improvements at dangerous locations
• Improvements to reduce traffic congestion and smooth traffic flow
• Bike and pedestrian improvements
• Safer routes to school for children and families
Voting YES on Measure L will keep our transportation dollars right here in Stanislaus County and make
us eligible for millions more in state and federal matching dollars. We call the shots, not Sacramento or
Washington.
The Stanislaus County Sheriff and local firefighters support Measure L because it will make our roads and
highways safer.
Farmers, ranchers, business leaders and working families support Measure L because our local economy
depends on a strong transportation infrastructure to move our goods. And Measure L will invest $1 billion
in our local economy over 25 years to hire the local firms and workers we need to fix and maintain our
streets and roads.
Education leaders, seniors and neighborhood groups support Measure L because it keeps children safe
and expands transit services for seniors and disabled persons.
Please join us. Vote YES on Measure L.

Paul Wenger – Farmer and President, California Farm Bureau
Lynn Dickerson – CEO, Gallo Center for the Arts
Jair Juarez – President, Modesto City Firefighters Association
Tom Changnon – Stanislaus County Superintendent of Schools
Kristin Olsen – California State Assemblywoman, Former Republican Minority Leader
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REQUIREMENTS FOR REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION TAX
EXPENDITURE PLAN
REVENUE AND TAXATION CODE
SECTION 8500-8526
8503. (a) Prior to imposing the tax, the commission shall adopt a regional transportation
expenditure plan for the revenues derived from the tax. The regional transportation expenditure plan
shall describe specific proposed transportation projects and the estimated cost of each project.
(b) The regional transportation expenditure plan shall also meet the following minimum objectives and
criteria:
(1) Project expenditures shall reflect an equitable distribution of revenues throughout the region with not less
than 95 percent of revenues from each county, based on population, being invested over the 20-year life of
the tax in projects attributable to that county. In addition, during every five-year period, no less than 80
percent of the revenues from each county, based on population, invested during that period shall be invested
in projects attributable to that county. The commission shall allocate any accrued interest according to the
same formula. At the time of the development of the expenditure plan, the commission shall use population
data from the most recent United States census, and shall take into account estimated increases in population
over the 20-year period projected by the Association of Bay Area Governments.
(2) Projects included in the expenditure plan shall be consistent with the commission's regional transportation
plan, a congestion management program, or a countywide transportation plan. The commission shall, in
prioritizing projects in the expenditure plan, give additional consideration to projects where local land use
policies reduce dependence on single-occupant motor vehicle travel.
The expenditure plan development process shall include consultation with cities, counties, transit operators,
congestion management agencies, and other interested groups.
(3) Cost estimates for each project shall be prepared by the commission, in consultation with project
sponsors, and verified by an independent cost-estimating firm retained by the commission for that purpose.
Estimates of other funding required to complete any project shall be based on an estimate of funds
reasonably expected to be available during the 20-year period commencing with the year that the tax is
initially imposed.
(4) To be eligible for inclusion in the expenditure plan, a project shall meet at least one of the following
regional transportation needs:
(A) Fund maintenance and rehabilitation of local streets and roads, sidewalks, or bicycle routes, or close a gap
in the local street and road system.
(B) Fund capital or operating expenses of public transit systems.
(C) Fund transit expansion projects in the commission's Resolution 3434, Regional Transit Expansion
Program as contained in the commission's regional transportation plan.
(D) Provide an alternative to single occupancy automobile travel.
(E) Improve safety on specific roadway segments where accident or fatality rates exceed the expected rate for
those segments over a multiyear timeframe, including, but not limited to, expansion or realignment of the
roadway.
(F) Improve the operational efficiency of the existing roadway system without a physical expansion of the
system. However, expansion projects to reconfigure existing interchanges are eligible for inclusion in the plan.
(G) Fund implementation of the requirements of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (P.L.
101-336), or those requirements as revised, on public transit systems and other transportation-related
facilities.
(H) Fund seismic retrofitting of transportation facilities.
(I) Fund intermodal freight or passenger facilities.
(J) Fund transportation enhancement activities, including projects consistent with the commission's
Transportation for Livable Communities (TLC) Program and the Housing Incentive Program (HIP).
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(K) Defray interest costs and other expenses associated with the issuance of revenue bonds or revenue
anticipation notes.
(5) If not otherwise available, sufficient funding shall be included in the cost estimates and expenditure plan
presented to the voters to operate and maintain each included project for the duration of the tax.
8504. (a) Following the adoption by the commission of a regional transportation expenditure plan, the board
of supervisors of each county and city and county in the region shall, upon the request of
the commission, submit to the voters at a local election consolidated with a statewide primary or general
election specified by the commission, a measure, adopted by the commission, authorizing the commission to
impose the tax throughout the region.
(b) The measure may not be grouped with state or local measures on the ballot, but shall be set forth in a
separate category and shall be identified as Regional Measure 2.
(c) Regardless of the system of voting used, the wording of the measure shall read as follows:
"Shall The Metropolitan Transportation Commission be authorized to impose a tax of ____ per gallon on
the sale of gasoline to build and operate transportation projects identified in the expenditure plan adopted by
the commission?"
(d) The commission shall reimburse each county and city and county in the region for the cost of
submitting the measure to the voters. These costs shall be reimbursed from revenues derived from the tax if
the measure is approved by the voters or, if the measure is not approved, from any funds of the commission
that are available for general transportation planning.
(e) The board of supervisors of a county or city and county may elect not to submit the measure adopted by
the commission to the voters if it submits an alternative countywide transportation funding measure to the
voters at the same election.
8505. Upon approval of the measure by the margin of voters within the region voting at a local election as
determined necessary by the California Constitution or other applicable statutory provisions, the commission
may impose the tax in all counties in the region in which the measure appeared on the ballot.
8506. The commission shall contract with the State Board of Equalization for the administration of any tax
imposed under this chapter, and the board shall be reimbursed for its actual cost in the administration of the
tax and for its actual cost of preparation to administer the tax based upon an independent audit.
8507. The State Board of Equalization shall adopt the necessary rules and regulations to administer the tax.
8508. After deducting its cost of administering the tax, the State Board of Equalization shall periodically
transmit the net revenues to the commission as promptly as possible. Transmittal of those revenues shall be
made at least twice in each calendar quarter.
8509. The net revenues received by the commission shall be expended only in accordance with the regional
transportation expenditure plan adopted pursuant to Section 8503, except that the commission may deduct
from those revenues funds to reimburse it for expenses incurred in the initial implementation of this chapter,
and thereafter, its cost of administration, not to exceed 1 percent of annual net revenues.
8510. In order to be eligible for funds derived from the tax, project sponsors shall comply with all applicable
commission rules and regulations including, but not limited to, those adopted pursuant to Section 66516 of
the Government Code and Sections 99244 and 99246 of the Public Utilities Code. In consultation with cities,
counties, transit operators, congestion management agencies, and other interested groups, the commission
shall also develop and implement a program to ensure that project sponsors expend funds derived from the
tax in an efficient and effective manner. No operating or maintenance funding provided from the tax shall be
used to supplant any funds within the discretionary control of the recipient agency that are used for existing
transportation operating or maintenance activities.
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8511. The commission's regional transportation expenditure plan shall include a process of ensuring periodic
public review of the progress of the regional transportation expenditure plan and citizen
oversight.
8512. The commission may, by a two-thirds vote, amend the regional transportation expenditure plan after a
minimum of two public hearings in accordance with Section 8511. Any amendment shall comply with all of
the requirements for the plan prescribed by this chapter.
8513. (a) If requested to do so by the commission in its resolution calling for an election, the board of
supervisors, as part of the ballot proposition to approve the imposition of the tax, shall include authorization
for the commission to issue bonds for capital outlay expenditures as may be provided for in the ordinance
expenditure plan payable from the proceeds of the tax.
(b) The maximum bonded indebtedness that may be outstanding at any one time shall be an amount equal
to the sum of the principal of, and interest on, the bonds, but not to exceed the estimated proceeds of the tax,
as determined by the plan. The amount of bonds outstanding at any one time does not include the amount of
bonds, refunding bonds, or bond anticipation notes for which funds necessary for the payment thereof have
been set aside for that purpose in a
trust or escrow account.
(c) The proposition shall set forth each of the following:
(1) The actual percent of the tax.
(2) The duration of the tax if the plan specifies a time limit.
(3) The amount of bonds, if any, payable from the proceeds of the tax.
(4) The commission as the agency imposing the tax.
(5) The appropriations limit of the commission, pursuant to Section 4 of Article XIII B of the California
Constitution.
(d) The sample ballot to be mailed to the voters, pursuant to Section 13303 of the Elections Code,
shall be the full proposition, as set forth in the ordinance calling the election, and the voter
information handbook shall include the entire ordinance expenditure plan.
8514. (a) The bonds authorized by the voters concurrently with the approval of the tax may be issued at any
time by the commission and shall be payable from the proceeds of the tax. The bonds shall be referred to as
"limited tax bonds."
The bonds may be secured by a pledge of revenues from the proceeds of the tax.
(b) The pledge of the tax to the limited tax bonds authorized under this chapter shall have priority over the
use of any of the tax for "pay-as-you-go" financing, except to the extent that this priority is expressly
restricted in the resolution authorizing the issuance of the bonds.
8515. Limited tax bonds shall be issued pursuant to a resolution adopted at any time by a two-thirds vote of
the commission. Each resolution shall provide for the issuance of bonds in the amounts as may be necessary,
until the full amount of bonds authorized have been issued. The full amount of bonds may be divided into
two or more series and different dates of payment fixed for the bonds of each series. A bond need not
mature on its anniversary date.
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