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Notice to Candidates
·THIS OVERVIEW IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE general information for 

candidates and committees and does not have the force and effect of law, 
regulation or rule.  It is distributed with the understanding that the Registrar of 
Voters of the County of Stanislaus is not rendering legal advice.  This overview is 
not intended to be a substitute for legal counsel for the individual, organization or 
candidate using it.  In case of conflict, the law, regulation or rule will apply.  
Information is subject to change.

·THE REGISTRAR OF VOTERS STRONGLY recommends that any prospective 
candidates obtain legal advice to assist in complying with the applicable California 
laws, including California Elections Code and Government Code.

Information is subject to change



Important Note!  
Information provided in this candidate 
filing overview is intended only for 
candidates who file directly with the 
Stanislaus County Registrar of Voters.  

Candidates for municipal offices   

should contact their city clerk for 
information, instructions and deadlines.

Municipal candidates may have different 
rules, laws and filing requirements .



Helpful links to online resources:
·Election Calendars

·Candidate Guide

·SOS Ballot Designation Worksheet

·Candidate List   (updated daily during candidate nomination period)

·FPPC Website

·FPPC Forms Filed in Stanislaus County 

·City Clerk Contact Information

·Public Notices  (Workshops, legal notices, canvass updates, 1% manual tally, etc.)

https://www.stanvote.com/calendars/
https://www.stanvote.com/calendars/
https://www.stanvote.com/pdf/general-candidate-guide.pdf
https://www.stanvote.com/pdf/general-candidate-guide.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/ballot-designation-worksheet/ballot-designation-worksheet.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/ballot-designation-worksheet/ballot-designation-worksheet.pdf
https://www.stanvote.com/candidates-measures.shtm
https://www.stanvote.com/candidates-measures.shtm
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/
https://efiler.stancounty.com/CampaignDocsWebRetrieval/
https://efiler.stancounty.com/CampaignDocsWebRetrieval/
https://www.stanvote.com/city-clerks.shtm
https://www.stanvote.com/city-clerks.shtm
https://www.stanvote.com/public_notices.shtm
https://www.stanvote.com/public_notices.shtm


Contests on November Ballot  
·Voter -Nominated Offices

ÅTop two candidates from the Primary Election will have a runoff in the General Election.

·Local Offices

ÅSchools and special districts ɬ offices where more candidates file than the number of seats 
available.

ÅThere is no filing fee or nomination signature requirement for schools and special districts 
who file directly with the Stanislaus County Registrar of Voters.

·City Offices

ÅCity elected officials (all municipal offices) ɬ contact the city clerk  for information.

ÅModesto City Schools District candidates ɬ contact the city clerk  for information.

ÅFiling fees and nomination signature requirement ɬ contact the city clerk  for information.



Top Two Offices Moving Forward
Candidates moving forward are responsible for meeting all filing deadlines 
in the ensuing General Election.  An information packet will be mailed to 
each candidate moving forward.

·Voter-Nominated offices:   The top two candidates from the Primary Election 
will move forward to a runoff in the General Election. 



Calendars 
·Election Calendar

·Available at www.stanvote.gov  ÜÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯɁ.ÍÍÐÊÐÈÓÚɤ"ÈÕËÐËÈÛÌÚɂɯÛÈÉɯɯ
Election Calendars.

·Important dates and filing deadlines:

· July 13 ɬ August 7  Candidate Nomination Period (required for ALL  candidates)

· August 8 ɬ August 12  Candidate Nomination Extension Period (when applicable)

· August 13  Randomized Alphabet Draw

· September 7 ɬ October 20  Write -In Candidacy Filing Period

· November 5 ɬ 1% Manual Tally Random Batch Draw

http://www.stanvote.gov/
https://www.stanvote.com/calendars/




Candidate Guide
·Review electronic copy online.

·Posted under 
Ɂ.ÍÍÐÊÐÈÓÚɤ"ÈÕËÐËÈÛÌÚɂɯÛÈÉȭ

·Candidate Guide 

·Hard copy provided during 
candidate filing upon request.

https://www.stanvote.com/pdf/general-candidate-guide.pdf
https://www.stanvote.com/pdf/general-candidate-guide.pdf


Registration and 

Election Data
·Contact our Tech Team at (209) 525-5201 

for all data requests:
·Walking list

·Indexes

·Mailing labels

·GIS printed maps

·Allow 2 working days for all data 
requests.

·Details on Page 36 of the Candidate 
Guide.



Candidacy Forms
·Required Documents:

·Declaration of Candidacy

·Ballot Designation Worksheet  (if requesting a ballot designation)

·FPPC Campaign Finance Disclosure Forms 

·Candidate Document Checklist

·Optional Documents :

·Code of Fair Campaign Practices

·Candidate Statement of Qualifications 



Declaration of Candidacy forms for nonpartisan 
offices will be similar to  this sample.

This form is where you will list your name and 
ballot designation for use on the official ballot.    

If you are not using a ballot designation, you 
will initial the box indicating no designation 
will appear under your name on the ballot.



The back of the Declaration of Candidacy form 
will look like this sample for local candidates.

You will list any elective offices currently held 
in the space provided.

The elections official will perform the Oath of 
Office with the candidate upon completion of 
this form.



Candidate Contact Information
·Candidate name and ballot 

designation provided on the 
Declaration of Candidacy form will 
automatically be posted on the 
Candidate List  on www.stanvote.gov  
as public information.

·Candidate contact information is 
only posted on the candidate list 
with authorization from the 
candidate.  You must check the 
Ɂ/ÜÉÓÐÚÏɂɯÉÖßɯÕÌßÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛɯ
information you choose to have 
posted on the Candidate List.  

https://www.stanvote.com/candidates-measures.shtm
http://www.stanvote.gov/


Ballot Designation
 ɯÉÈÓÓÖÛɯËÌÚÐÎÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÈ××ÌÈÙÚɯËÐÙÌÊÛÓàɯÉÌÓÖÞɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÕËÐËÈÛÌɀÚɯÕÈÔÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÓÓÖÛɯÈÕËɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯàÖÜÙɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯ×ÙÐÕÊÐ×ÈÓɯ×ÙÖÍÌÚÚÐÖn, vocation or 
occupation.   EC 13107, 13107.3, 13107.5 and California Code of Regulations 20711 

You may use ONLY ONE  of the following 6 options:

1. Incumbent:   If you are running for the same elective office you currently hold you may use Incumbent as your ballot designation. 
The designation Incumbent cannot be used with any other words.  Alternate ballot designations are typically not needed when u sing 
Incumbent as your first choice proposed ballot designation.

2. Appointed Incumbent:   If you are running for the same elective office to which you were appointed to fill a vacancy you may use 
Appointed Incumbent.  The designation Appointed Incumbent cannot be used with any other words. Alternate ballot designations 
are typically not needed when using Appointed Incumbent as your first choice proposed ballot designation.

3. Elective Office:   Words that designate the elective office you hold at the time of filing the nomination documents.                                                      
Example:  Sunshine Community College District Trustee

4. 3-word Profession/Vocation/Occupation (PVO):   No more than three words designating your current principal profession(s), 
vocation(s) or occupation(s) or your principal profession(s), occupation(s), or vocation(s) within the preceding calendar yea r. If using 
more than one PVO, separate each using a slash mark, but you must still use no more than three words total and each section must 
be a complete designation.                                                                                                   

Examples:     A)  Certified Public Accountant     B)  Certified Accountant / Farmer     C)  Accountant / Farmer / Teacher

5. Community Volunteer:   A person whose substantial involvement of time and effort performing service for or on behalf of a 
governmental agency, educational institution or charitable, educational, or religious organization as defined by Internal Rev enue 
Code section 501(c)(3)without profiting monetarily.  The activity or service is the sole, primary, main or leading profession al, 
vocational or occupational endeavor.  This designation cannot be used with any other designation and the candidate cannot be 
engaged concurrently in another principal profession, vocation or occupation.

6. Judicial Office:   See specific code related to judicial office - EC 13107(b) and EC 13107(c)         Ballot Designations - EC 13107

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=ELEC&sectionNum=13107
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=ELEC&sectionNum=13107
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=ELEC&sectionNum=13107


Ballot Designation Worksheet
· If you are using a ballot designation, you are required to complete and file a ballot 

designation worksheet created by the Secretary of State.

·This form will be provided in your candidate packet upon filing for office.  Since this form is 
also available directly from the Secretary of State website, you may complete the form in 
advance and bring it with you when you file for office.

· If you are choosing not to use a ballot designation, this form will not be required.  You will be 
asked to initial a section on the Declaration of Candidacy form stating you are not using a 
ballot designation.

·SOS Ballot Designation Worksheet ɬ Fillable

https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/ballot-designation-worksheet/ballot-designation-worksheet.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/ballot-designation-worksheet/ballot-designation-worksheet.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/ballot-designation-worksheet/ballot-designation-worksheet.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/ballot-designation-worksheet/ballot-designation-worksheet.pdf


Elections Code §§ 13107, 13107.3, 13107.5 and 
California Code of Regulations  § 20711 govern which 
ballot designations are acceptable.
 
All sections of this form MUST be completed.  If you 
ÈÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÌÕÛÌÙÐÕÎɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÕɯÈɯÍÐÌÓËȮɯÜÚÌɯɁ-ɤ ɂɯÚÖɯ
there are no blank spaces.

This form allows for you to submit up to three ballot 
designations.  Your first choice should be listed in the 
Ɂ/ÙÖ×ÖÚÌËɯ!ÈÓÓÖÛɯ#ÌÚÐÎÕÈÛÐÖÕȹÚȺɂɯÓÐÕÌȭɯɯ

In the event the proposed designation is not acceptable, 
ÌÓÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÐÈÓÚɯÞÐÓÓɯËÌÍÈÜÓÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯɁ ÓÛÌÙÕÈÛÌɯ!ÈÓÓÖÛɯ
#ÌÚÐÎÕÈÛÐÖÕȹÚȺɯƕȭɂ

In the event both are rejected, elections officials will 
ËÌÍÈÜÓÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯɁ ÓÛÌÙÕÈÛÌɯ!ÈÓÓÖÛɯ#ÌÚÐÎÕÈÛÐÖÕȹÚȺɯƖȭɂ



The back of the form is where you provide required information for justification 
ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÓÓÖÛɯËÌÚÐÎÕÈÛÐÖÕȹÚȺɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÓÐÚÛÐÕÎɯÈÚɯàÖÜÙɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÊÏÖÐÊÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯɁ/ÙÖ×ÖÚÌËɯ
!ÈÓÓÖÛɯ#ÌÚÐÎÕÈÛÐÖÕɂɯÓÐÕÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÖÍÍÐÊÐÈÓɯ#ÌÊÓÈÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ"ÈÕËÐËÈÊàɯÍÖÙÔȭ

The form allows for justification of up to three different designations. The section 
ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÔɯÙÌÍÌÙÚɯÛÖɯÉÈÓÓÖÛɯËÌÚÐÎÕÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÚɯɁ/5.ɂÚɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÔÌÈÕÚɯProfession 
Vocation or Occupation (PVO).

%ÖÙɯÌßÈÔ×ÓÌȮɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯÜÚÌËɯɁ%ÈÙÔÌÙɯɤɯ3ÌÈÊÏÌÙɯɤɯ ÊÊÖÜÕÛÈÕÛɂɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÜÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÙÌÌɯ
separate designations and would need to provide justification for each one 
individually.  

1. 8ÖÜɯÞÖÜÓËɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌɯÛÏÌɯɁ)ÜÚÛÐÍÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯÜÚÌɯÖÍɯƕst /5.ɂɯÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÌß×ÓÈÐÕɯ
ÞÏàɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÌÓÐÎÐÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÜÚÌɯɁ%ÈÙÔÌÙȭɂɯɯ

2. You would complete the Justification for use of the 2 nd /5.ɂɯÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯɯÛÖɯ
Ìß×ÓÈÐÕɯÞÏàɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÌÓÐÎÐÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÜÚÌɯɁ3ÌÈÊÏÌÙȭɂɯ

3. 8ÖÜɯÞÖÜÓËɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌɯÛÏÌɯɁ)ÜÚÛÐÍÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯÜÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯƗrd /5.ɂɯÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯ
Ìß×ÓÈÐÕɯÞÏàɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÌÓÐÎÐÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÜÚÌɯɁ ÊÊÖÜÕÛÈÕÛȭɂɯ

4. Read each question, mark yes or no, and initial each question before signing 
and dating the form.

(ÍɯàÖÜɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌËɯÖÕÓàɯÖÕÌɯËÌÚÐÎÕÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÍÖÙɯÌßÈÔ×ÓÌɯɁ%ÈÙÔÌÙɂɯàÖÜɯÞÖÜÓËɯÖÕÓàɯ
ÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌɯÛÏÌɯɁ)ÜÚÛÐÍÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯÜÚÌɯÖÍɯƕst /5.ɂɯÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÌß×ÓÈÐÕɯÞÏàɯàÖÜɯ
ÈÙÌɯÌÓÐÎÐÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÜÚÌɯɁ%ÈÙÔÌÙɂɯÈÕËɯàÖÜɯÞÖÜÓËɯÞÙÐÛÌɯɁ-ɤ ɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÛÞÖɯÚÌÊÛÐÖÕÚȭ

4

3

2

1



The next page of the ballot designation worksheet 
is completed in the same manner as the previous 
page.  This is where you provide justification for 
the Alternate Ballot Designations, if you listed any. 

Section A is completed for justification of what you
listed in Alternate Ballot Designation(s) 1. 

Section B is completed for justification of what you 
listed in Alternate Ballot Designation(s) 2.

If you are not providing any alternate ballot 
designations, you will initial at the very top right 
corner of this form to acknowledge the form is 
being left blank.

A

B



Code of Fair Campaign Practices
·This is an optional 

form that states that 
you intend to run a 
fair campaign.

·Government Code 
requires us to 
provide this form to 
candidates, but it is 
OPTIONAL for 
candidate to sign.

·Review Pages 38-39 
of the Candidate 
Guide. 



Candidate Statement of Qualifications
Å Candidate Statements 

are OPTIONAL. 
Å Review Pages 27-34 of 

the Candidate Guide.
Å Submit by email 24-48 

hours prior to your 
visit to file candidacy.

Å Deposit collected at 
time you sign the 
candidate statement 
authorization form.

Å The candidate 
statement must be 
finalized prior to the 
close of the candidate 
nomination period.



Uniform Print Guidelines

To ensure your 
candidate statement 
fits within the 
allotted space in the 
County Voter 
Information Guide, 
follow the Uniform 
Print Guidelines 
provided for each 
election.



Submit the candidate statement 
following the instructions on Page 29 of 
the Candidate Guide.

Candidate Statements must conform to 
the formatting guidelines to be included 
in the County Voter Information Guide.  
The statement should be in standard 
paragraph format with no bullets, 
numbering or lists.

Review the formatting guidelines and 
check your statement before 
submission.  Once approved and filed, 
the statement cannot be changed.  



Candidate Statements for

Multi -County Offices
Pursuant to EC 13307.7

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS (ROV) where you originally file your Declaration of Candidacy and Candidate 
Statement form will forward an electronic version of your candidate statement to the ROV in each county of 
the shared jurisdiction for the office sought. 

CANDIDATE  must deliver a hard copy of the signed candidate statement form and required deposit to the 
ROV of each county where they intend to submit a statement for inclusion in the County Voter Information 
Guide. The statement and payment must be delivered no later than 5:00 p.m. on the last day of the 
candidate nomination period for the office sought. 
 IN PERSON:  We highly recommend in person filing to ensure filing deadlines are  met.
 BY MAIL:       Use overnight delivery service within 3 days to mail a hard copy of the                       

          signed candidate statement form and the required deposit to each county. 

We recommend you contact each county to obtain submission instructions, formatting guidelines and 
required deposit amount as statement costs and guidelines will vary by county.   




